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Body 


And that's a wrap on week one! 


The Star has launched its election fact-check project to keep Canadians informed and hold leaders accountable 
ahead of the Sept. 20 federal election. With the rise of post-truth politics in the U.S. and around the world, peddled 
by wildly dishonest figures like former U.S. president Donald Trump, | wanted to see how Canadian politicians 
compare, one leader at a time. 


First up was Annamie Paul, leader of the Green party, who has been campaigning hard to win her seat in Toronto 
Centre while promoting an ambitious climate and social spending plan in the hopes of overcoming the party 
infighting that has defined her tenure so far. 


This week, | watched every word of her press conferences, tuned into her radio and TV appearances, and kept tabs 
on her social media, all while fact-checking every single claim she made. In the process, | got a crash course on 
constitutional law, learned more about Canada's (frankly, dismal) global record on climate change, and gained 
insight into the challenges and opportunities associated with shifting to a greener economy. 


Overall, Paul was honest. Her numbers and claims - related to Canada's climate record, the toll of COVID-19 in 
long-term care, and the scope of the opioid crisis - largely checked out. 


The most notable exception came Monday, when Paul called for an "emergency recall" of Parliament to debate the 
crisis in Afghanistan, citing Section 46.3 of the federal Emergencies Act. Constitutional experts were quick to say 
that Section 46.3 didn't exist - Paul later clarified she meant Section 58.3, which does exist but doesn't apply - and 
that recalling Parliament after it had already been dissolved was impossible. 


"Once Parliament is dissolved, MPs lose their status as MPs and Parliament ceases to exist until it is reconstituted 
by the election," Emmett Macfarlane, professor of political science at the University of Waterloo, told me. 


The day after the Star published my fact check, Paul backtracked somewhat. She acknowledged that recalling 
Parliament is not possible and noted that the Emergencies Act doesn't apply, but argued this fact demands 
attention. "If this is not the way to do it, if there are alternatives, then now is the time that we step forward and talk 
about what they are," she said. 


And that's fair enough. 


Paul had a few other blips. Her claim that greenhouse gas emissions have gone up every year Justin Trudeau's 
Liberals have been in power is a popular talking point of hers, but it ignores that Canada's emissions dropped in 
2016, the first full year of Trudeau's mandate - and that year clearly counts as part of the prime minister's record. 
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Nevertheless, Paul's first week of campaigning was broadly in line with reality. In total, | found four false claimsin 
184 minutes of public appearances. | also deemed four separate claims (one of which she repeated) to be a stretch, 
meaning the claim was broadly true, but not in the specific context in which Paul said it. 


That works out to a "dishonesty density" of about one false claim every 47 minutes, with every repeated falsehood 
counting once for each time it was said. 


As | continue on to fact-check NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh next week, followed by Conservative Erin O'Toole and 
Liberal Justin Trudeau, this is the measure I'll use to compare the leaders. 


(And no, Paul's "dishonesty density" last week was nowhere close to Trump's.) 
Here's a selection of Paul's claims this week: 


"Whatever we do now to reduce greenhouse gas emissions ... we are going to arrive at 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(warming) and there is no way that we can avoid that." - Aug. 16, in Toronto 


True: The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report warns it is all but inevitable that we will blow 
past the Paris Agreement threshold of 1.5 C warming. 


"We normally have a forest fire season but we have never seen one this bad." - Aug. 16, in Toronto 


A stretch: Paul later clarified that her statement was a qualitative one referring to the impact of this year's forest 
fires on communities. Still, although the 2021 wildfire season has been well worse than the recent average, has 
caused extreme damage and is still ongoing, it's at least a stretch to say we've never seen one this bad. Several fire 
seasons in the record have had more fires and a larger area burned than 2021 so far, and other years have seen 
more acute damage in terms of cost and homes destroyed - for instance, the 2016 Fort McMurray fire, Canada's 
costliest recent natural disaster. 


Nevertheless, 2021 "has been a highly damaging fire season," said fire ecologist Robert Gray, citing the several lost 
communities, two civilian deaths in B.C. plus a pilot killed in Alberta, the large area burned, and significant smoke 
impacts on populated areas, among other things. "More importantly," he said, "it is a portend of things to come." 


"Canada has never hit one of its greenhouse gas emissions targets in the six years of the current government.” - 
Aug. 16, in Toronto 


True: Not only has Canada not hit a single climate target under the Trudeau Liberals, we've never hit one period. 
Canada exceeded its Rio, 1992, target by 20 per cent; missed the Kyoto, 1997, commitment by 25 per cent; and 
although data for the Copenhagen, 2009, target year of 2020 is not yet available, Canada's emissions were already 
well higher in 2019, said Caroline Brouillette, Domestic Policy Manager for Climate Action Network Canada. 


"GHG emissions have gone up every year during (the Liberals') mandate, and we are now one of the top 5 worst 
GHG emitters/capita in the world." - Aug. 16, on Twitter 


False: Canada's greenhouse gas emissions fell in 2016, the first full year of the Trudeau Liberals’ mandate, from 
723 megatonnes of CO2 to 707 megatonnes. They have risen each year since then, but that first year counts. The 
second part of this statement is true - among larger-population countries, Canada ranks third-highest in per capita 
CO2 emissions. 


"We are just being left further and further behind as other countries in the G7 and other wealthy countries move 
ahead at a pace that is just far beyond anything that we've planned so far." - Aug. 18, on the Rob Snow Show 


True: Canada's recent climate record is the worst in the G7. From 2016 to 2019, Canada's emissions increased by 
3.3 per cent, far above the U.S.'s 0.6 per cent growth over the same period. Meanwhile, the other five G7 countries 
decreased their greenhouse gas emissions by between 4.4 per cent and 10.8 per cent. 
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"The jobs in the green economy, many of them (go directly to) people in the fossil fuel sector. They don't need years 
of re-training, the jobs pay more money." - Aug. 18, on the Rob Snow Show 


A stretch: Experts say Paul's comment that switching to a green job does not require much training is misleading. It 
may be relatively easy for a driver of an internal combustion engine bus to switch to driving an electric bus, for 
example, but transitioning from working on an oil rig to installing energy-efficient windows will inevitably require new 
skills, said Sarah Petrevan, Policy Director for Clean Energy Canada. 


Furthermore, jobs in the clean technology sector pay better than most - but they're not more lucrative than jobs in 
the fossil fuel sector on average. According to Statistics Canada, jobs in the clean technology sector paid an 
average of $75,816 in 2019 (above the national average of just over $56,783), while oil and gas workers earned an 
average of $161,230 and coal workers earned $104,930. (Statistics Canada advised the average salary data may 
not be directly comparable among industries, but the data still provides a window into the earning power of each of 
the sectors.) 


"Over 15,000 deaths in long-term care. The worst record amongst wealthy nations by far." - Aug. 18, in Toronto 


True: More than 15,000 residents and 30 staff have died from COVID-19 in Canada's long-term-care system. A 
March 2021 report by the Canadian Institute for Health Information found Canada has the worst record for COVID- 
19 deaths in long-term-care homes compared with other wealthy countries. 
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